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Message Text 


E.O. 11652 : NA 
TAGS : BEXP, NI 

SUBJ : COUNTRY COMMERCIAL PROGRAMS-PRELIMINARY FY 1979 INPUTS 


REF : STATE 44889 


1. INTRODUCTION: IN FY 1979, OUR PROGRAM SHOULD TAKE ACCOUNT 
OF THESE FACTORS: (1) NIGERIA WILL BE WELL INTO 1975-80 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN, WITH MANY PROJECTS UNDERWAY BUT OTHERS, SUCH 
AS HEALTH AND EDUCATION PROGRAMS, IN EARLY STAGES; (2) CHANGE 
ON OCTOBER 1, 1979, FROM MILITARY TO CIVILIAN RULE, WHICH MAY 
EMPHASIZE SOCIAL OVER PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT AND ALLOW MORE SCOPE 
FOR CONSUMER GOODS; (3) NIGERIA'S ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT MAY HAVE 
OUTPACED NEIGHBORS TO EXTENT IT SHOULD NOT BE ROUTINELY INCLUDED 
IN AFRICAN-CIRCUIT TRADE PROMOTIONS; (4) EMBASSY WILL OPEN NEW 
CHANCERY BUILDING SOMETIME IN 1978, PROBABLY LATTER HALF, AND 
AMERICAN TRADE EXHIBIT FIRST QTR FY 79 SEEMS APPROPRIATE WAY 
TO CELEBRATE EVENT. 


2. CCP CAMPAIGNS: HEREWITH SUGGEST 10 POSSIBILITIES; IN EXPECTA- 
TION ONE OR TWO WILL BE DROPPED (1977 CCP HAD EIGHT CAMPAIGNS, 
1978 HAS NINE). TITLES KEPT GENERAL PENDING COMPLETION FY 1978 
CCP AND LATER DEVELOPMENTS, SUCH AS NEW FMG BUDGET EXPECTED 
APRIL 1: 
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1) (RANK) 2 METALWORKING. A GROWTH INDUSTRY IN VIEW NIGERIAN 
HOPES OF BRINGING ON STREAM TWO DIRECT REDUCTION STEEL MILLS AND 
ONE BLAST FURNACE STEEL MILL BY 1981. 

2) 7 MOTOR VEHICLES: THIS REMAINS FOR YEARS TO COME AN IMPORTANT 
MARKET FOR AUTOMOBILES, TRUCKS, BUSES AND MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT. 
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3) 4 AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY. THE AGRICULTURE SECTOR IS STILL 
THE COUNTRY'S LARGEST IN TERMS OE EMPLOYMENT AND IMPORTANCE. 

THIS WOULD BE OUR EIRST AGRICULTURAL HARDWARE EEEORT IN SOME YEARS. 

4) 9 EOOD PROCESSING AND PACKAGING. BY 1979 THERE SHOULD BE 
MUCH MORE EMPHASIS THAN PRESENTLY ON PACKAGING AND POSSIBLY 
EXPORT OP NIGERIAN PRODUCE. 

5) 6 EDUCATION. ALTHOUGH UNIVERSAL PRIMARY EDUCATION OSTENSIBLY 
BEGAN IN 1976, IT AND SEVERAL OTHER EDUCATIONAL SUB-SECTORS HAVE 
LONG WAY TO GO. SEVERAL POSSIBILITIS POR EMPHASIS IN THIS SECTOR. 

6) 5 HEALTH. THE AMBITIOUS AND VITAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS IN 
THIS SECTOR HAVE NOT YET GOTTEN UNDERWAY, LEAVING AMPLE SCOPE 
POR 1979 ACTIVITIES. 

7) 3 CONSTRUCTION. IN TERMS OP VALUE THIS UNDOUBTEDLY WILL 
REMAIN NIGERIA'S LARGEST INDUSTRY APTER OIL. 

8) 1 1 BUSINESS EQUIPMENT. NATURAL ACCOMPANIMENT TO DEVELOPMENT. 

NO MAJOR PROMOTIONAL EVENTS IN THIS FIELD RECENTLY. 

9) 13 CONSUMER GOODS. WHILE AUSTERITY SEEMS PREPERRED 
GOVERNMENT POLICY IN SHORT TERM, SOME RELAXATION INEVITABLE BY 1979. 

10) 15 HOTEL AND RESTAURANT EQUIPMENT. APPEARS THAT NEW HOTELS 
PLANNED IN VIRTUALLY EVERY URBAN AREA. SHOULD DEVOTE AT LEAST A 
CATALOGUE SHOW TO THIS SECTOR. 
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EM CCP OTHER EPPORTS. 1977 HAD FIVE, 1978 HAS SEVEN. WE LISTING 
LIVE HERE PENDING COMPLETION 1978 CCP AND LATER DEVELOPMENTS: 

I .) I AMERICAN TRADE EXHIBIT. SOLO EXHIBIT APPROPRIATE POR 
NIGERIA AND CAN BE TIMED WITH OPNING OP NEW EMBASSY ACROSS STREET 
PROM EXHIBITION HALL USED RECENTLY BY SWEDISH, BRITISH AND 
AUSTRALIAN EXHIBITS. 

2) 8 MAJOR PROJECTS. CONTINUED ATTENTION TO DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
PROJECTS. 

3) I4NEW CAPITAL. CONTINUES WARRANT SPECIAL ATTENTION. 

4) 12 BUSINESS RECEIPTION CENTER. MUST CONTINUE DEVELOP AND 
REFINE SUITABLE PROGRAMS POR CONTINOUS EFPORT ON LEAST COSTLY 
AND MOST EPPICIENT BASIS. 

5.) 10 TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND TRAINING. VIEWED AS RESIDUAL 

AID PROGRAM, THIS WOULD INCLUDE PRIVATE COMMERCIAL AND ACADEMIC 
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RESOURCES SERVING ONE OF NIGERIA'S MOST URGENT NEEDS. 

CROSBY 

UNCLASSIEIED 

NNN 
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